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Fr.Bill Fitzgerald 427.4922
4th December 2022

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT Online Donations

First Reading: (Isaiah 11:1-10)
He judges the wretched with integrity
Second Reading: (Romans 15:4-9)
Christ is the saviour of all men.
Gospel: (Matthew -12)
Repent for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.

Pope Francis’s prayer intention for December: That volunteer, non-profit organisations committed to
human development find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to
international cooperation.

Sunday
4pm

9am

4th December
Denise Sweeney Anniversary
Bella Paul
Parishioners

Thursday
10am

8th December
The Immaculate Conception
Jeremiah Kelleher

Monday 5th December
NO MASS

Friday 9th December
NO MASS

Tuesday 6th December
NO MASS

Saturday 10th December
NO MASS until 4pm  Vigil

Wednesday
10am

7th December
Jim Farlonger
Holy Souls

Sunday
4pm Vigil

9am

11th December
Walter Meanwell
P.J.Newall
Parishioners

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions Last Saturday of the month
10.30am-11.30am or by arrangement

Baptism/Marriage By appointment

Sacrament of Reconciliation As above

THOSE WHO ARE SICK

Please pray for Bill Davies, Christopher Brown, Stuart Madden, Christopher Clifford, James Tanner, Annie
Shufflebotham, Marie Sidebottom, Libby Webb, Nina Noworyta, Kathleen Williams, Ruth Grace Crosby, Jarek
Tomaszewski, Emily Small, Ann Crossley, Kathryn Smith, Steven Platts, Fr.Kevin Gradwell, Kathleen Jones, Father
Pat Munroe, Renata Broda, Cyril Nield, Neil Timperley, Isaac Iqba, David Froggatt .Pat Owen
.
A warm welcome to everyone. If you are new to the parish, please fill in a card and give it to Fr Bill. W
e shall be glad to visit you and make you as welcome as possible
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SOCIAL

Last weekend we began the “New Liturgical Year 2022/23” and also the “2022 Season of Advent.”
Advent is the shortest of the “Liturgical Seasons” and it is our preparation for the Christmas Season, it
is inevitably busy across all fronts. Here at Holy Spirit we have our Charity Tombolas the first two
Sundays in Advent, this year we are going to share the monies raised with two of the “Charities” chosen
by you the Parishioners. (Have you put “The Name of your Charity” in the basket on the table in the
foyer, yet ?). Thank you to all who supported the “Tombola’s last weekend, why not have another go this
weekend.

We are also preparing for the “Christmas Morning Nativity Play”. Practice will take place after the
9:00am Mass today and for the next two Sundays. Next Sunday at 4:00pm we will have our “Annual
Parish Carol Service” there are no restrictions on numbers, it would be lovely to have a full church.
There will be refreshments afterwards Mulled Wine, soft drinks for the children. Thank you to all who
donated toys towards the Wood St. Mission, we had a wonderful response, well done, this weekend we
close the appeal for Toys etc.

St. Mary’s School hold their “Christmas Fayre” on Friday December the 9th and would be most thankful
for any gifts for their various stalls. Donations for the fayre can be left at the back of Church, marked, St.
Mary’s Christmas Fayre, Fr. Christmas is also making an appearance at the Fayre. Next weekend we
will hold a sale of “White & Red Wines after both “Weekend Masses” all wines £5 a bottle, first come
first served.

This past week we celebrated the Requiem Mass for Jeremiah Kelleher, a big thank you to all who
helped with the “Funeral Liturgy and the Reception afterwards” it was very much appreciated. We also
had the good news that the “Diocesan Board of Finance” passed our request to install a new “Church
Boiler” as soon as the current boiler fails to function. It would be useful if the present boiler would see
us through this winter, but given the use it has had over past thirty years or so, it’s maybe too much to
expect, and it cannot be guaranteed. In the new year 2023 we will have two projects to complete : a
New Church Boiler and Church Entrance. Finance wise, the cost of the both projects will be in the
region of 52k and we currently have 47k in our Development Fund, so we are in a good place
financially, but there is a lot of work to be done beyond these two projects, so we are going to continue
to leave the “Development Fund” open.

Organist Mr. Tony Walker will be holding “Choir Practices” for our Christmas Eve Mass on Dec 8 / 15 &
22 at 7pm. This invitation is open to all Parishioners & Friends of the Parish, now that all the “Covid
Restrictions” are over, let us get back to normal for our Christmas Celebrations at Church. A big thank
you to our Church Cleaning Volunteers, and the Flower Teams that make our Church so presentable on
all occasions, it is appreciated.

SCRIPTURE  READINGS  - 2nd  SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Our first reading this Sunday, tells us that a descendant of Jesse will usher in a new era of “Peace and
Goodwill.” It is an optimistic vision, and it will require the cooperation of all men and women, to radically
change the way they live. It speaks as eloquently to our World today, as it did to the Nations in Isaiah’s
day, what part can I play in helping with peace for those whose lives are marred by conflict and ongoing
war.

In today’s second reading from St. Paul to the Romans, he tells of how the OT Readings recount
instances and stories of how people who never gave up, were helped by God to achieve great things,
and they were from all sorts of different religious beliefs. Paul asks the Roman Community to likewise
bear with others, and to support each other in their beliefs, as well as helping those who have yet to
come to belief in God.

Today’s Gospel is again from St. Matthew and we are introduced to St.John the Baptist a figure very
much in the mould of the Old Testament Prophets. He is preaching about the need for people to
“Repent” and people are going out into the “Wilderness” to hear John the Baptist, he is clearly the
forerunner of Jesus, some even think that he could possibly be the “Messiah.” John, however says no,
but the “One” who is to come is near at hand, now is the “Time of Preparation.” Advent, today is our
time to get ourselves in readiness to celebrate the “Love of God” as it is manifest in the virgin birth of
Jesus.


