
HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH, MARPLE
holyspiritmarple.com

Fr.Bill Fitzgerald 427:4922
22nd May 2022

6th SUNDAY OF EASTER

First Reading: (Acts 15:1-2, 22-29)
It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and by ourselves not to saddle you with any burden beyond these essentials
Second Reading : Apocalypse 21:10-14, 22-23)
He showed me the holy city coming down out of heaven
Gospel: (John 14:23-29)
The Holy Spirit will remind you of all I have told you.
.
Pope Francis’s prayer intention for May: For all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may they see
in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the
dedication to service.

Sunday
6pm

9am

22nd May
Peter Elliott
Parishioners
Brendan  Hopkins
Donald Buxton

Thursday
10am

26th May
Fr.David Cullen (Zambia)

Ascension of the Lord

Monday 23rd May
NO MASS

Friday 27th May
NO MASS

Tuesday
10.30am

24th May
REQUIEM  Peggy Sandrey

Saturday
10.30-11.30am
Exposition/Confessions

28th May
NO MASS until 6pm Vigil

Wednesday 25th May
NO MASS

Sunday
6pm Vigil
9am

29th May
70th Wedding Anniversary
Penny & Bill Bowker
Parishioners

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions Last Saturday of the month –
10.30am-11.30am
or by arrangement

Baptism/Marriage By appointment

Sacrament of Reconciliation As above

Collection £551.36p

THOSE WHO ARE SICK
Please pray for Bill Davies, Christopher Brown, Stuart Madden, Christopher Clifford, James Tanner,
Annie Shufflebotham, Marie Sidebottom,, Libby Webb, Nina Noworyta, Kathleen Williams, Ruth Grace
Crosby, Jarek Tomaszewski, Emily Small, Ann Crossley, Kathryn Smith, Steven Platts, Fr.Kevin
Gradwell, Pauline Magrath, Kathleen Jones, Father Pat Munroe, Renata Broda, Cyril Nield, Neil
Timperley, Isaac Iqba,Grace Birch, David Froggatt.

A warm welcome to everyone. If you are new to the parish, please fill in a card and give it to Fr Bill.
We shall be glad to visit you and make you as welcome as possible.
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SOCIAL

Last weekend the celebration of “First Holy Communion” marked a very high point in our year so far. We
were indeed blessed with a very fine day, this made the celebration a great deal more enjoyable,
candidates and families were able to mingle and celebrate in the Presbytery Garden. Our team of
Parish Stewards, the Admin Team, Organising Parents, Visiting Priests and Musicians, which all made
for a very smooth celebration, with everyone feeling relaxed. It was also great to see a lot of the “First
Communicants” at Mass on Sunday Morning last, we encourage the families of the “1st. Communicants”
to ensure their children attend Sunday Mass on a regular basis, it will be those children who will make
up the congregation here at “Holy Spirit” in the years ahead.

Last week saw the start of “Christian Aid Week” there are “Christian Aid Envelopes” on the table in the
Church Foyer and a “Christian Aid Bucket” to place them in. This year especially a donation will be most
greatly received, with so many areas of conflict needing support.

In house, our Parish Attendances at Sunday Mass is growing, it is encouraging to have so many families
bringing their children along to the “Children’s Liturgy” capably being led by Louise and Janice. This
familiarity with Church and Mass was most obvious last weekend as the children made their “First Holy
Communion” the children were at ease with their surroundings and with the celebration of Mass. Fr. Bill
will be writing to the families of a significant number of Children who were baptised here at Holy Spirit
over the last five years, since he became Parish Priest, and who are rarely if ever seen at our Sunday
Masses.This no show at Sunday Mass” will present significant issues for those children and their
families when they are presented as “Candidates for 1st.Sacraments.”

Fr. Bill, had a meeting with the “Diocesan Property Manager” Richard Crawford during the week, they
firstly agreed to have a thorough inspection of the Church Boiler carried out, secondly to have drawings
drawn up for a “New Church Entrance” along with the costings. We have approximately 38k in our
Development Fund, and other monies in our Parish Central Fund. We do need to keep up our “Fund
Raising” at a pace, there are still some “Monthly Fund Raising Envelopes” available from the table in the
Church Foyer. The “New Contactless Contact Plate” will be up and running in the next couple of weeks,
we are awaiting a visit from the Diocesan IT Person. We remind Parishioners and Friends of the Parish,
to continue giving in the way you now do, when we start to use the “Contactless Contact Plate, then if
Parishioners wish to change over their ”Way of Giving” that will be their personal Choice. Fr. Bill would
like to thank all those who give generously and regularly to the Offertory and Development Fund, it is
appreciated.

This coming week we celebrate the “Feast of The Ascension” on Thursday, Mass will be at usual time of
10am. On Tuesday, we will celebrate the “Requiem Mass” of Margaret Sandrey here at Holy Spirit at
10:30am. Margaret, lived locally at Stonehurst, and for many years attended Mass regularly here at Holy
Spirit, sympathies to her family, May She rest in Peace.

“WALK WITH ME” BOOKLETS for Eastertide up to Pentecost Sunday have now arrived. Price £1 per copy.
A good way to prepare for the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Please leave money in basket  in the Church Foyer.
Would any families with “Collecting Boxes for the Children’s Society” bring them along to Mass at the
Weekend. Bernadette, who is Parish Promoter would like to empty them at this time.

SCRIPTURE  READINGS -  SIXTH  SUNDAY OF  EASTER

The first reading this weekend from the Acts of the Apostles, raises and deals with an issue that affects
those men transferring allegiance from Judaism to the new Christian Faith. Some who had already
become believers, were trying to impose a hard line for would be converts. It clearly raised issues that
were likely to lead to a conflict, and so needed to be dealt with swiftly, which was exactly what
materialised. Two things are noticeable in the resolution of the issue, Dialogue and prayer for wisdom to
the Holy Spirit.
The second reading is once more from Apocalypse, and gives us an idyllic picture of the New Heaven as
a place where all live in harmony giving continual praise to God who is living among them. A new time
has truly dawned, God has fulfilled his promises.
In today's Gospel we continue reading from St. John, where the promise of Jesus to his disciples is that
he will send them the “Gift of The Holy Spirit.” The present holds in it the seeds of the future, it is a time
shaped by love and not by fear. Jesus is preparing his disciples for his Ascension back to Father, and is
aware that his departure will be felt deeply by his disciples, so he tells them that the Spirit, the
Advocate, will now be their strength, and will remind them should they forget, of all that he has taught
them. There will be several other instances of reassurances in John’s Gospel, before we have the
closing dialogues.


