HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH,  MARPLE
www.holyspiritmarple.org
Fr Marianus Kullu: 427 4922:
Deacon Stuart Adlington 449 9964:  stadlington@tiscali.co.uk
1st FEBRUARY 2009
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Deuteronomy: We read that prophets would come from among the people as God so chose. They would speak the word God gave them. This brings us into the teaching of  Jesus, who was, after all, ‘of the people’ and who seemed to speak God’s word.

Mark: Jesus starts his Ministry in the synagogue. A synagogue is not like a church, it is mainly a teaching institution. A service had three stages – prayer, scripture reading and an explanation of the scriptures. There was no music, singing or sacrifice – these took place in the Temple. A synagogue was built wherever a community of Jews formed.  There were no preachers attached to a synagogue and it was the administrator’s task to invite a suitable person to speak. Jesus was regularly asked to speak – until  he started to upset the authorities. The authorities were the scribes who were the experts in the Law, a Rabbi was we a highly respected scribe. They set out the rules and regulations as they understood them in the Torah. Scribes never gave an individual opinion, it was always hedged around with quotes from other masters – whereas Jesus never hesitated to give his opinion – he spoke ‘with authority’.

 Sunday               1st February                          Thursday          5th February
	6pm vigil                  
	7th December   Cyril Browne
	10am 
	Eucharistic Service

	9am  
11am                                 
	Parishioners
Mary Birch
	Friday       
11am
	6th February

Eucharistic Service 

	Monday

10am
	2nd February
Michael Caine
	Saturday

11am
	7th February
Eucharistic Service

	Tuesday
	3rd February
	Sunday
	8th February    

	10am
	Eucharistic Service
	6pm vigil
	Nora O’Neill

	Wednesday
	4th February 
	9am
	Parishioners

	7.30pm 
	Eucharistic Service
	11am
	Andrew Hyde


	Rosary
	Mon, Tues, Thurs, Frid – 10.30am;  Weds – 8pm

	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
	Saturday – 11.30 to 12noon

	Prayer Group
	Thursday 10.30am

	Baptism/Marriage
	By appointment

	Sacrament of Reconciliation
	Saturday  11.30 to 12noon

	Collection
	£382.93p



Please pray for Kathleen Monaghan who died last week. May she rest in peace.

Those who are sick:
Please pray for  Hannah Louise Morley,  Bill Davies, Vera Brierley, Gerard Brierley, Evelyn Ball,  Cecilia Lucas, Christopher Brown, Tom McNally,  Stuart Madden, Win Bland, Christopher Clifford, Una Cellario, James Tanner,  Elsie Henry, Jack and Mary Heaton, Jack Williams, Margaret Hurst, Brian Abbott.
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A warm welcome to everyone. If you are new to the parish, please fill in a card and give it to Fr Marianus or to Deacon Stuart – or place it in pigeon hole ‘A’. We shall be glad to visit you and make you as welcome as possible. 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity No. 234025

SOCIAL
· FATHER MARIANUS will be on holiday from 2nd  February – 6th March.  We wish him an enjoyable and restful time away. There will be no weekday Masses during his absence so please do not give us any Mass requests.  Services of the Word and Communion will take place at the usual Mass times.
· CAKES FOR THE PARISH BY THE PARISH: Cakes on sale after all Masses today. Please support.
· THANK YOU: Michael and Joan Blundell wish to thank parishioners and friends for their condolences and cards following the death of Michael’s Father, Richard Blundell.
· MEN’S OUTING: Tuesday 17th February. Meet for lunch at 12 noon at LABEL’S Restaurant, Deansgate, Manchester, then visit Rylands Library. (Directions available at the back of church). Please let Frank McChrystal (449 8114), Tim Smart (01663 763673), or Peter Elliott (427.6012) know, if you are coming.
· MANCHESTER OLD XAVERIAN’S ASSOCIATION:  The final formal “Annual Dinner” will be held on Saturday 28th February at The Greater Manchester Police Social Club on Mauldeth Road, Withington. Please contact Vincent Morrison at Xaverian College 0161 224 1781 for more information or to order tickets.
· OUR LADY’S AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY: New members required, from age 8 onwards, for our May Spring Review Show (music and dance): 7th, 8th and 9th May. Rehearsals every Wednesday 8pm at Our Lady’s Social Club, Flint Street, Shaw Heath.  Please ‘phone 477 2441 or 456 7199 for more details.
· GREETINGS CARDS:  are available from the Repository Stall.  Please pay for all cards and gifts before taking from church  so that our accounts can be kept in order. Thank you.
GROWING IN FAITH
· CONFIRMATION: The programme starts after Easter but we need to book an away weekend now. Details are on the form at the back of the church. Please complete a form and return it to Deacon Stuart (pigeon hole ‘A’) ASAP. This applies mainly to students in Yr8 and above, as well as adults. Confirmation will take place on Thursday 9th July at St Joseph’s Church Stockport at 7pm.
· C.I.T.S. –  Next Meetings this Monday 2nd February, 10.30am and 7.30pm. Please bring your bible.
· A CELEBRATION OF MARRIED LIFE – Mass with Bishop Brian at St.Columba’s Parish Church, on Saturday February 7th, at 2pm.  See poster on notice board.
· RADICAL CHRISTIANITY – A Faith for the 21st Century.  A Study Day led by Rev. John Vincent at The Ridge Methodist Church on Saturday 7th February 10.30am-2.30pm. All welcome. Details on notice board
· LENTEN RETREATS at Wistaston Hall,Crewe. Full details are on the notice board. Please let Deacon Stuart know if you wish to go.
· EVRON CENTRE:  Poster is on the notice board, giving details of Talks and a Lenten Retreat.
·  REGIONAL HOLY HOURS for Vocations to the Priesthood and Consecrated Life. See poster on notice board for times and places.
· HOME IS A HOLY PLACE: Home is a Holy Place, is a new resource developed to help families recognize God’s presence in the messiness of their everyday lives. To find out more please go along to St.Peter’s, hazel Grove, on 9th February at 7.30pm. or contact Helen Bassirat on 436 4939.
FUNDRAISING
· WELLSPRING WALK – Saturday 31st January.  Marian Thompson represented the parish. It’s not too late to sponsor her.  Sponsor forms are at the back of church.
· CATHOLIC SINGLES: Thank you to this organisation for sending the parish £20 donation. Information about it is on the notice board.
· BOOK SALE. Books including children’s books priced from 50p - £1. Boxed sets £2.50p. There are also some videos 50p each.   Thank you for your support.









THE ROOF


Work starts here on Monday 9th Feb. Therefore, from Friday 6th Feb the whole sanctuary area will be closed off and the altar moved in front of the screens. The work should be completed by about 2nd April – just in time for Easter. Please see the noticeboard for more information. Weekday services will take place in the meeting room.











