HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH,  MARPLE
www.holyspiritmarple.org
Fr Marianus Kullu: 427 4922:
20th  December 2009
4th  SUNDAY OF ADVENT

First Reading  (Micah 5:1-4) 

The prophet Micah announces to the beleaguered inhabitants of Jerusalem that a Ruler will come from Bethlehem who will bring them peace.
Second Reading  (Hebrews 10:5-10) 

Jesus came, not to offer the sacrifices of the old law, but to do the will of God. His one perfect sacrifice replaced all the former sacrifices.
Gospel  (Luke 1:39-45)

Elizabeth praises Mary, and, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, hints at the uniqueness of the child she has conceived.
	Sunday
	20th  December
	Thursday
	24th December  Christmas Eve

	6pm
	Parishioners
	11.30pm
	Fr.J.Gaskell  & Fr.J.Prendiville

	9am
	Trish Adams
	Friday
	25th December Christmas Day

	11am             
	Jim Shufflebotham            
	9am
11am                       
	Children of the Parish
Parishioners

	Monday
	21st   December     
	Saturday
	26th December

	10am
	Peter Cameron
	12 noon
	Charles Herring

	Tuesday
	22nd  December   
	Sunday
	27th December

	10am
	Brian Abbott
	6pm
	NO MASS    No Confessions

	Wednesday
	23rd  December
	9am
	Parishioners

	7.30pm
	Chris Duffy
	11am
	Edward McLeod


	 Rosary
	 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Frid – 10.30;  Weds – 8pm

	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
	Saturday 11.30 to 12 noon.

	Prayer Group
	Thursday 10.30am

	Baptism/Marriage
	By appointment

	Sacrament of Reconciliation
	Saturday  11.30 to 12noon

	Collection
	 £404.13p


Those who are sick:
Please pray for  Hannah Louise Morley,  Bill Davies, Vera Brierley, Gerard Brierley, Evelyn Ball,  Cecilia Lucas, Christopher Brown, Tom McNally,  Stuart Madden, Christopher Clifford, Una Cellario, James Tanner,  Mary Heaton, Jack Williams, Margaret Hurst, Helen Neeson, Rita Frankland, Robert Pond.
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A warm welcome to everyone. If you are new to the parish, please fill in a card and give it to Fr Marianus. We shall be glad to visit you and make you as welcome as possible. 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity No. 23402
SOCIAL
· OFFERTORY COLLECTION at Christmas Masses will be for the clergy. Special envelopes are at the back of church.
· CHURCH CLEANING FOR CHRISTMAS: This Tuesday, 22nd, after the 10am Mass. We would be grateful for any help you can give.
· TEA/COFFEE and mince pies will be available in the Meeting Room after Midnight Mass.
· CHRISTMAS EVENT in Marple precinct last Saturday - thank you to those who helped and to all who supported the various activities. It was good to see so many parishioners there.
· RAMBLING GROUP AGM – Friday 8th January 7.30pm in the Meeting Room. If you have any items for the agenda, please contact Marian or Mike.
· LIFTS TO MASS:  As there has been no response to the recent appeals for car drivers to offer a lift to elderly parishioners on a Sunday, we will not be able to offer this service in the future. The existing Rotas will remain in place and we are most grateful to the people who offer  this kind service.
· CHRISTMAS FAMILY WALK:  Tuesday 29th December, 10am from Church. Queries: Frank 449.8114.
· THOROUGHLY MODERN MILLIE: Friday 29th January, price £11.50p.   Cheques payable to “Stockport Operatic Society”.  Please let us have payment THIS WEEKEND to avoid disappointment.  (Sue 426.0097).
· PARISH MEAL: The Golf Club has been booked for Friday 22nd January 2010. Don’t forget to sign up. Money will be collected early January. This is a good opportunity to meet fellow parishioners. Everyone is most welcome.  Sign up today!
· AUTUMN FAIR: Final Total: £1,695.84p.  Many thanks for your hard work and support.
· ALTAR SERVERS: We need volunteers from parents of Altar Servers, to wash cassocks in preparation for Christmas.   Please  see Grace Birch.
· CHRISTMAS MAIL:  Please pick up your mail from the pigeon holes.  Thank you.
· GREETINGS CARDS:   A selection of cards and gifts are on sale on the Repository Stall.  Please pay for all cards and gifts before taking from church  so that our accounts can be kept in order. Thank you.
GROWING IN FAITH
· CHRISTMAS MASSES:  Thursday, Christmas Eve – Carols at 11.15pm. Midnight Mass at 11.30pm. Friday, Christmas Day –Holy Day of Obligation – Masses at 9am Children’s Mass.  11am Mass for Parishioners.   Saturday, Boxing Day  (Feast of St.Stephen)   Mass at 12 noon. No evening vigil Mass at 6pm.  There will be no Confessions or Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.
· MINISTERS OF THE WORD:  Please pick up your new Rota from the tray at the back of church.
· CHURCHES TOGETHER: Friday January 15th Peace Vigil at Marple United Reformed Church 8pm-10pm.  Sunday 24th January, United Service for Christian Unity Week, at Marple Methodist Church at 6.30pm when Rev.Michael Sparrow will take over as new chairman.
· RELIGIOUS LIBRARY:  Please feel free to make use of the books now on the table at the back of church – to borrow or to keep.
FUNDRAISING
· AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED:  The Prayer Group will be sending a Christmas donation to A.C.N. If you would like to support this wonderful charity which does so much to ease the sufferings of persecuted Christians throughout the world as well as supporting seminarians, and the poor and oppressed, please let a member of the group have your donation,  or leave in  pigeon hole “A”.  Many thanks.
· OUR MISSION IN ZAMBIA:  We have sent a Christmas donation of £200 to help the most needy there.
· FLAME WINNERS: 13th December  £50 No.9  P.Harrison.   £20  No.142   J.Wright.
· TRAIDCRAFT TROLLEY – After all Masses weekend of 2nd /3rd January.
· BOOK SALE. Books including children’s books priced from 50p - £1. Boxed sets £2.50p. There are also  videos 50p each.  Many new titles. We have raised £349 so far.  Please continue your support. Many thanks.
A VERY HAPPY AND PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS

TO YOU ALL


















