HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH,  MARPLE
www.holyspiritmarple.org
Fr Marianus Kullu: 427 4922:
Deacon Stuart Adlington 449 9964:  stadlington@tiscali.co.uk
11th JANUARY 2009
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Mark: Why did people flock to John Baptist’s (JnBap) challenging message?

i) He lived his message, by living in wasteland, eating simple foods.

ii) He told people what they already knew deep down but had not heard for 300 years.

iii) He did not set himself on high, he remained humble, like a slave removing his master’s shoes.

iv) He pointed to someone greater than himself, whose baptism would be greater than his watery baptism.

People were being prepared by JnBap for the coming of this Person. But why did Jesus seek JnBap’s form of baptism? Was Jesus waiting for a sign that would trigger his Ministry? Was it that decisive moment? Why did he seek repentance? Well, if we see the  baptism and forgiveness of JnBap as a movement of people to God, then Jesus would want to be a part of that. He stepped out with the people. Was Jesus seeking approval from God for his actions? We are told a voice said ‘Thou art my beloved Son...’. Was Jesus empowered at this moment? A dove descended – like the gentle love of God himself.
	Sunday                   
	11th January 
	Thursday
	15th January

	6pm vigil                  
	7th December   Bernard Lea
	10am 
	Spec.Int. (Turner)

	9am  
11am                                 
	Tom Fantom
Parishioners
	Friday       
10am
	16th January
Spec.Int.(Shield Family)

	Monday

10am
	12th January
Mary Downs
	Saturday

11am
	17th January
Golden Wedding (Crossley)

	                             
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	13th  January
	Sunday
	18th January    

	10am
	Spec.Int.(Jim Pounder)
	6pm vigil
	Eileen O’Mahoney

	Wednesday
	14th January 
	9am
	Parishioners

	7.30pm 
	Barry/Carter families
	11am
	Spec.Int.(Walker Family)


	Rosary
	Mon, Tues, Thurs, Frid – 10.30am;  Weds – 8pm

	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
	Saturday – 11.30 to 12noon

	Prayer Group
	Thursday 10.30am

	Baptism/Marriage
	By appointment

	Sacrament of Reconciliation
	Saturday  11.30 to 12noon

	Collection
	£




Please pray for Michael Kent from Arbour Court who died recently. May he rest in peace.

Those who are sick:
Please pray for  Hannah Louise Morley,  Bill Davies, Vera Brierley, Gerard Brierley, Evelyn Ball,  Cecilia Lucas, Christopher Brown, Tom McNally,  Stuart Madden, Win Bland, Christopher Clifford, Una Cellario, James Tanner,  Elsie Henry, Jack Heaton, Jack Williams, Margaret Hurst, Brian Abbott.
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A warm welcome to everyone. If you are new to the parish, please fill in a card and give it to Fr Marianus or to Deacon Stuart – or place it in pigeon hole ‘A’. We shall be glad to visit you and make you as welcome as possible. 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity No. 234025
SOCIAL
· 2009 WHITE FLOWER APPEAL:  The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) is holding its annual White Flower Appeal this weekend.  SPUC defends and upholds the sanctity of human life from conception until natural death. The Society’s work covers a wide spectrum of concerns. It seeks to protect unborn children from abortion, embryo research and unethical fertility techniques, and in recent years it has helped fight euthanasia too. SPUC also provides trained speakers for schools and offers a number of pro-life support services, including those for teachers, parents and medical professionals.  Please give generously to this very worthy cause.  Thank you.
· PARISH MEAL: Please let us have your payment of £14 per person by 18th January latest to avoid disappointment.   Cheques should be made payable to “Holy Spirit Ladies’ Guild” and placed in pigeon hole “A”. Many thanks.
· WELLSPRING WALK:  Saturday 31st January. Sponsor forms are at the back of church. 
· GREETINGS CARDS:  are available from the Repository Stall.  Please pay for all cards and gifts before taking from church  so that our accounts can be kept in order. Thank you.
GROWING IN FAITH
· C.I.T.S. –  Next Meetings Monday 19th January 10.30am and 7.30pm. Please bring your bible.
· CHURCHES TOGETHER: Please join with other Christians to pray for peace. This Friday 16th January, 8pm-10pm. At St.Thomas’s, Mellor.  Everyone welcome.  Please see poster.
· “VOICES FROM THE EDGE” –stories for homelessness  week. Wednesday January 28th, 7.30pm at Marple College, Buxton Lane. Please see poster.

· FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAMME: Programme begins Sunday 18th January after 9am Mass. Details available at the back of church.
FUNDRAISING
· AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED: The Prayer Group will be sending its usual Christmas donation to Aid to the Church in Need.  If you would like to contribute to this very worthy cause, please give your donation to a member of the Prayer Group or place in pigeon hole “A”.  Thank you.
· BOOK SALE. Books including children’s books priced from 50p - £1. Boxed sets £2.50p. There are also some videos 50p each.   Thank you for your support.


















