HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH,  MARPLE
www.holyspiritmarple.org
Fr Marianus Kullu: 427 4922:
Deacon Stuart Adlington 449 9964:  stadlington@tiscali.co.uk
7th December 2008
2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Isaiah: This is a proclamation to the Jews that their Exile in Babylon is at an end. They must prepare their road back to Jerusalem – to salvation. Many Jews refused to go for they were happily settled in Babylon now. For Christians, we hear an echo of John the Baptist exhorting later generations of Jews to do the same – i.e. to make their way to the God of their Fathers. They must straighten out the road of their lives.

Mark: Unlike the other Gospels, from the very beginning Mark makes it clear that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God. Mark goes back hundreds of years to quote Isaiah and then tells how John the Baptist announced the Coming of the Holy One of God, calling the people to live in God’s Way (i.e. the Torah). It was a traditional ritual for the Jews to wash themselves every day, because they became spiritually defiled. But only Gentile converts to Judaism had to be completely immersed (‘baptism’). John is calling all Jews to be baptised in the same way – a most unusual thing to do.  What is more, this ‘baptism’ (immersion) must include confession of sin and hence forgiveness from the victim. We are called to seek forgiveness from those we have wronged
	Sunday                   
	7th December
	Thursday
	11th December

	6pm vigil                  
	7th December  Private Intention
	10am 
	Community Mass

	9am                                   
	Parishioners
	Friday
	12th December

	11am
	Dennis Hawley
	10am                          
	Fred & Frances Abruzzi

	Monday
	8th December
	Saturday
	13th December

	10am                     
	Helen Cave
	11am
	Joyce Hurst

	Tuesday
	9th December
	Sunday
	14th December  

	2pm
	Requiem (Paul Coyle)
	6pm vigil
	Parishioners

	Wednesday
	10th December
	9am
	James & Angela

	7.30pm
	Special Int.(Carter)
	11am
	Gordon Weatherby


	Rosary
	Mon, Tues, Thurs, Frid – 10.30am;  Weds – 8pm

	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
	Saturday – 11.30 to 12noon

	Prayer Group
	Thursday 10.30am

	Baptism/Marriage
	By appointment

	Sacrament of Reconciliation
	Saturday  11.30 to 12noon

	Collection
	£439.91p


             Autumn Fair (Fancy Goods)          £23.15p
Those who are sick:
Please pray for  Hannah Louise Morley,  Bill Davies, Vera Brierley, Gerard Brierley, Evelyn Ball,  Cecilia Lucas, Christopher Brown, Tom McNally,  Stuart Madden, Win Bland, Christopher Clifford, Paul Coyle, Una Cellario, James Tanner,  Elsie Henry, Jack Heaton, Jack Williams, Margaret Hurst, Brian Abbott.
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A warm welcome to everyone. If you are new to the parish, please fill in a card and give it to Fr Marianus or to Deacon Stuart – or place it in pigeon hole ‘A’. We shall be glad to visit you and make you as welcome as possible. 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity No. 234025
SOCIAL
· KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS:  When buying your stamps for  Christmas, please ask for the religious stamps.  This will show Royal Mail that there is a demand for them and, hopefully, encourage them to issue religious stamps each year.
· CHILDREN’S (UNDER 11) CHRISTMAS PARTY: This is on Sunday 14th December, 3.30 – 5pm. Please make sure names are on the list for Father Christmas!!!
· ANNUAL RAFFLE:   Draw will take place after 11am Mass.
· PARISH MEAL: List for names is now on the notice board. This event is always very enjoyable.  Please join us in this special annual Parish Get together! 
· CATHOLIC PUBLICATIONS: There is a selection of Catholic publications at the back of church priced         £3.50p – beautifully illustrated and good value for money. Please consider for Christmas gifts.
· GREETINGS CARDS:  are available from the Repository Stall.  Please pay for all cards and gifts before taking from church  so that our accounts can be kept in order. Thank you.
· AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED:  Catalogue of Christmas cards and gifts is at the back of church. This is a very worthy charity to support.

· AMNESTY CHRISTMAS CARDS:  Send a card to a prisoner of conscience.  Information is at the back of church.
GROWING IN FAITH
· ADVENT:  “REFLECTIONS ON ST.PAUL”:  There are three of these Reflections for use privately or in House Groups. Please take them from the foyer.
· ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE – Tuesday 16th December at 7.30pom.  A chance to reflect and pray in preparation for Christmas.

· CHRISTMAS MASSES:  24th December: 10.30pm - Carols. 11pm - Midnight Mass. 25th December: 9am Children’s Mass. 11am Mass.
· CHURCHES TOGETHER “SONGS OF PRAISE”  for Bible Sunday, at St.Thomas’s Church, Mellor, next Sunday 7th December at 6.30pm.  Everyone welcome.
· C.I.T.S –  Next Meeting,  this Monday  8th December 10.30am and 7.30pm.  Please bring your bible. 
· CHOIR REHEARSALS FOR MIDNIGHT MASS:  These will be on 11th and `18th December at 7.30pm. If you are not already a choir member, why not come and join us?  You will be very welcome, and this is a wonderful way to celebrate the Christmas Feast.
FUNDRAISING
· GIFT AID APPEAL: Many thanks to the 33 parishioners who have signed up for the Gift Aid Scheme. This is a very simple and safe way to support the Parish ahead of the forthcoming expenditure – new Sanctuary/Roof, and beyond. For those who missed the appeal there are explanatory brochures in the porch for you to take away and hopefully join the Scheme - WHICH WILL COST YOU NOTHING EXTRA -but which will enable the Parish to reclaim from the Government the income tax on your donations. Any queries please contact Michael Blundell on 427.1953.
· TRAIDCRAFT TROLLEY at all Masses this weekend 6th/7th December including Christmas biscuits and chocolate coins.    There are still some religious Advent calendars left. 
· FLAME WINNERS:  30th  November  £50 No.102 N.Clayton. £30 No.240 T..McKee.
    THIS 
· BOOK SALE. Books including children’s books priced from 50p - £1. Boxed sets £2.50p. There are also some videos 50p each.   Thank you for your support.


















