HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH,  MARPLE
www.holyspiritmarple.org
Fr Marianus Kullu: 427 4922:
Deacon Stuart Adlington 449 9964:  stadlington@tiscali.co.uk
21st December 2008
4th  SUNDAY OF ADVENT
2 Samuel: King David wants to build a wonderful Temple for the Ark of the Covenant but God challenges this through Nathan. God will dwell in his people not in a building (which leads to social layering and a monarchy). The writers of these words (Yahwists) were anti-monarchy.

Luke: This is the Second Annunciation story in Luke’s gospel – the first one is to Zechariah about John. Annunciations of births are not unknown in the OT (Abraham and Sara) but this one is unique because of Mary’s virginal conception and the unique greatness of the child as proclaimed by the angel. If the age and barrenness of Zechariah and Elizabeth can be overcome by God – so the virginity of Mary can also be overcome by divine intervention. Thus the Holy Spirit of God is directly involved in the conception of Jesus – which is why Luke can call him ‘Son of God’. Mary, perhaps surprisingly, on hearing God’s Word, accepts and allows the Word to form her life. Mary is the ultimate disciple.
	Sunday                   
	21st  December
	Thursday
	25th December Christmas Day

	6pm vigil                  
	7th December   Charles Herring
	9am 
	Children of the parish

	9am  
11am                                 
	Parishioners
 Jim Shufflebotham
	11am                    Friday       12 noon               
	Deceased Parishioners
26th December Boxing Day
Dec’d fam mem Blundell/O’Neill

	Monday
	22nd December
	Saturday
	27th December

	10am                                 
	Marian Macauley
	11am
	Mary Kracinska

	Tuesday
	23rd  December
	Sunday
	28th December  

	10am
	Richard Woodhead
	6pm vigil
	Special Int.(Brocklehurst)

	Wednesday
	24th  December 
	9am
	Paul Coyle

	10.30pm

11pm 
	Carols on Christmas Eve 
Mass of Christmas Eve
Peter Lovick (Sick)
	11am
	Parishioners


	Rosary
	Mon, Tues, Thurs, Frid – 10.30am;  Weds – 8pm

	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
	Saturday – 11.30 to 12noon

	Prayer Group
	Thursday 10.30am

	Baptism/Marriage
	By appointment

	Sacrament of Reconciliation
	Saturday  11.30 to 12noon

	Collection
	£534.63p



Those who are sick:
Please pray for  Hannah Louise Morley,  Bill Davies, Vera Brierley, Gerard Brierley, Evelyn Ball,  Cecilia Lucas, Christopher Brown, Tom McNally,  Stuart Madden, Win Bland, Christopher Clifford, Una Cellario, James Tanner,  Elsie Henry, Jack Heaton, Jack Williams, Margaret Hurst, Brian Abbott.
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A warm welcome to everyone. If you are new to the parish, please fill in a card and give it to Fr Marianus or to Deacon Stuart – or place it in pigeon hole ‘A’. We shall be glad to visit you and make you as welcome as possible. 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity No. 234025
SOCIAL
· MINCE PIES AFTER ‘MIDNIGHT’ MASS: If you could make a few mince pies and bring them to the Mass, Louise would be most grateful. Please phone her (449 9964). Mince pies and toddy after midnight Mass!!

· OFFERTORY COLLECTION: The Offertory Collection at Christmas Masses will be your personal gift to the Clergy.  Special envelopes are available at the back of church.
· CHRISTMAS CHURCH CLEANING: This Monday 22nd December at 2pm. We would appreciate any help that you can give.  Please help us if you can.  Thank you.
· MINISTERS OF THE WORD:  Please collect new Rotas from the tray at the back of church.
· PARISH MEAL: List for names is now on the notice board. This event is always very enjoyable.  Please join us in this special annual Parish Get together! 
· APPEAL FOR DRIVERS: If you go to the 9am Mass on Sundays could you give a lift to an elderly parishioner? It would be every third week and it is very close to the church. Please contact Veronica Harrison on 427.8472 if you can help.
· YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY – Monday 22nd December at 6.30pm.
· WELLSPRING WALK:  Saturday 31st January.  More details later.
· FAMILY WALK AFTER CHRISTMAS: Sunday 28th December at 10am from church. Not too far!!
· WALKING GROUP AGM:  Friday 9th January at 7.30pm in the Meeting Room. Please pass this information on to group members who do not come to Holy Spirit.  Thank you.
· CATHOLIC PUBLICATIONS: There is a selection of Catholic publications at the back of church priced         £3.50p – beautifully illustrated and good value for money. Please consider for Christmas gifts.
· GREETINGS CARDS:  are available from the Repository Stall.  Please pay for all cards and gifts before taking from church  so that our accounts can be kept in order. Thank you.
· CHURCH CLEANING:  New rotas are in the pigeon holes. 

· CHRISTMAS MAIL: Please collect your Christmas mail from the pigeon holes. Thank you.
GROWING IN FAITH
· ADVENT:  “REFLECTIONS ON ST.PAUL”:  There are three of these Reflections for use privately or in House Groups. Please take them from the foyer.
· CHRISTMAS MASSES:  24th December: 10.30pm - Carols. 11pm - Midnight Mass. 25th December: 9am Children’s Mass. 11am Mass. 26th December: 12 noon. Christmas Day is a Holy Day of Obligation.
· ADVANCE NOTICE: CHURCHES TOGETHER PEACE VIGIL – Friday 16th January, 8pm-10pm. At St.Thomas’s, Mellor.  Everyone welcome.
· FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAMME: First Session after Christmas – Sunday 18th January after 9am Mass. Details available at the back of church.
· C.I.T.S –  Next Meetings after Christmas. 
FUNDRAISING
· GIFT AID APPEAL: Many thanks to the 33 parishioners who have signed up for the Gift Aid Scheme. This is a very simple and safe way to support the Parish ahead of the forthcoming expenditure – new Sanctuary/Roof, and beyond. For those who missed the appeal there are explanatory brochures in the porch for you to take away and hopefully join the Scheme - WHICH WILL COST YOU NOTHING EXTRA -but which will enable the Parish to reclaim from the Government the income tax on your donations. Any queries please contact Michael Blundell on 427.1953.
· AUTUMN FAIR: Final total £1,839.97p. Well done everyone!  Many thanks for all your support.
· FLAME WINNERS:  14 December  £50 No.235 J.White. £30 No.23 N.P.Whitehead. 
· CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S SOCIETY:  £225.41p was raised from the collection boxes. Many thanks.
· BOOK SALE. Books including children’s books priced from 50p - £1. Boxed sets £2.50p. There are also some videos 50p each.   Thank you for your support.




















