HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH,  MARPLE
www.holyspiritmarple.org
Fr Marianus Kullu: 427 4922:
Deacon Stuart Adlington 449 9964:  stadlington@tiscali.co.uk
14th December 2008
3rd  SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Isaiah: These familiar verses are similar to those in the Song of the Servant. The prisoners are the Jews in Babylon. The special year of favour is the traditional year (about every seventh year) when debts were cancelled and Hebrew slaves set free. The mission of God’s Servant is set out – to care for the poor. This is a mission for God’s people today and we see it in Luke’s gospel (Lk 4:17ff).

John: This the prologue to John’s gospel in which John writes of the Word of God (i.e. Revelation of God), seen through Creation and the OT prophetic sayings – in believing these things we become Children of God. Above all, God has revealed himself through the Incarnation of the Word – Jesus – whose First Coming is prophesied by John the Baptist. Today’s gospel ends with John making it clear that the One who is to Come  is not from the OT (the Hebrew Scriptures), but someone new, with a new Covenant. So we begin to look forward to the Arrival of God’s Word on earth.
	Sunday                   
	14th December
	Thursday
	18th December

	6pm vigil                  
	7th December   Parishioners
	10am 
	Dec’d members (Wilson family)

	9am                                   
	James & Angela Bee
	Friday
	19th December

	11am
	Gordon Weatherby
	10am                          
	Jack Atack

	Monday
	15th December
	Saturday
	20th December

	10am                                 
	Ethel & Sidney Hurst
	11am
	Trish Adams

	Tuesday
	16th December
	Sunday
	21st December  

	10am
	John Ellison
	6pm vigil
	Charles Herring

	Wednesday
	17th December
	9am
	Parishioners

	7.30pm
	John Lane (Sick)
	11am
	Jim Shufflebotham


	Rosary
	Mon, Tues, Thurs, Frid – 10.30am;  Weds – 8pm

	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
	Saturday – 11.30 to 12noon

	Prayer Group
	Thursday 10.30am

	Baptism/Marriage
	By appointment

	Sacrament of Reconciliation
	Saturday  11.30 to 12noon

	Collection
	£558.23p


Please pray for Paul Coyle who died recently.  May he rest in peace.
Those who are sick:
Please pray for  Hannah Louise Morley,  Bill Davies, Vera Brierley, Gerard Brierley, Evelyn Ball,  Cecilia Lucas, Christopher Brown, Tom McNally,  Stuart Madden, Win Bland, Christopher Clifford, Una Cellario, James Tanner,  Elsie Henry, Jack Heaton, Jack Williams, Margaret Hurst, Brian Abbott, Baby Daniel Bell.
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A warm welcome to everyone. If you are new to the parish, please fill in a card and give it to Fr Marianus or to Deacon Stuart – or place it in pigeon hole ‘A’. We shall be glad to visit you and make you as welcome as possible. 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity No. 234025
SOCIAL
· KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS:  When buying your stamps for  Christmas, please ask for the religious stamps.  This will show Royal Mail that there is a demand for them and, hopefully, encourage them to issue religious stamps each year.
· CHILDREN’S (UNDER 11) CHRISTMAS PARTY: This Sunday 14th December, 3.30 – 5pm. 
· ANNUAL RAFFLE: List of winners is on the notice board. 2 prizes are unclaimed  Contact Peter 427.6012.
· PARISH MEAL: List for names is now on the notice board. This event is always very enjoyable.  Please join us in this special annual Parish Get together! 
· APPEAL FOR DRIVERS: If you go to the 9am Mass on Sundays could you give a lift to an elderly parishioner? It would be every third week and it is very close to the church. Please contact Veronica Harrison on 427.8472 if you can help.
· YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY – Monday 22nd December at 6.30pm.
· CATHOLIC PUBLICATIONS: There is a selection of Catholic publications at the back of church priced         £3.50p – beautifully illustrated and good value for money. Please consider for Christmas gifts.
· GREETINGS CARDS:  are available from the Repository Stall.  Please pay for all cards and gifts before taking from church  so that our accounts can be kept in order. Thank you.
· CHURCH CLEANING:  New rotas are in the pigeon holes. 

· CHRISTMAS MAIL: Please collect your Christmas mail from the pigeon holes. Thank you.
GROWING IN FAITH
· ADVENT:  “REFLECTIONS ON ST.PAUL”:  There are three of these Reflections for use privately or in House Groups. Please take them from the foyer.
· ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE – Tuesday 16th December at 7.30pm.  A chance to reflect and pray in preparation for Christmas.

· CHRISTMAS MASSES:  24th December: 10.30pm - Carols. 11pm - Midnight Mass. 25th December: 9am Children’s Mass. 11am Mass.

· FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAMME: First Session after Christmas – Sunday 18th January after 9am Mass. Details available at the back of church.
· C.I.T.S –  Next Meetings after Christmas. 
· CHOIR REHEARSAL FOR MIDNIGHT MASS: 18th December at 7.30pm. If you are not already a choir member, why not come and join us?  You will be very welcome, and this is a wonderful way to celebrate the Christmas Feast.
FUNDRAISING
· COFFEE MORNING:  Many thanks to all who so generously supported the Coffee Morning for Father Cullen. A magnificent £105 was raised.
· THANK YOU to the parishioner who donated £20 to our Mission in Zambia. Your generosity is very much appreciated.

· GIFT AID APPEAL: Many thanks to the 33 parishioners who have signed up for the Gift Aid Scheme. This is a very simple and safe way to support the Parish ahead of the forthcoming expenditure – new Sanctuary/Roof, and beyond. For those who missed the appeal there are explanatory brochures in the porch for you to take away and hopefully join the Scheme - WHICH WILL COST YOU NOTHING EXTRA -but which will enable the Parish to reclaim from the Government the income tax on your donations. Any queries please contact Michael Blundell on 427.1953.
· FLAME WINNERS:  7th December  £50 No.82 E.Campbell. £30 No.202 T.McBride.
    THIS 
· BOOK SALE. Books including children’s books priced from 50p - £1. Boxed sets £2.50p. There are also some videos 50p each.   Thank you for your support.


















